Rule Changes for 2004/2005

New Points System for FWRA and Sierra League Races
The Far West Racing Association has adopted a new system for assigning points on race results. Sierra League is changing to the new system starting with our first race of the 2004/2005 season. This affects points only. Sierra League awards will be the same as before.
Race points are no longer related to the number of racers in your class. Instead, a fixed number of points will be awarded for each place (first, second, third, etc.) as long as you ski better than the high handicap for your race class:
	Place
	Points

	1st
	25

	2nd
	20

	3rd
	17

	4th
	15

	5th
	14

	6th
	13

	7th
	12

	8th
	11

	9th
	10

	10th
	9

	11th
	8

	12th
	7

	13th
	6

	14th
	5

	15th
	4

	16th
	3

	17th
	2

	18th + 
	1


Note the last item in the list says “18th +.” That means every racer who completes the course gets at least one point. 

Now, if you do not ski better than the high handicap for your class, you will still win points. However, you will be awarded the points for the next-lower placement. Stay with me! this will make sense you see an example. 
There is one more rule about points: If your handicap is higher than the “cutoff” value for your class (i.e., if you really stink that day), then you get only one point. 
Here is a list of low, high, and cutoff handicaps for each class:
	Class
	Low
	High
	Cutoff

	S0
	0
	18.99
	33

	S1
	19
	25.99
	40

	S2
	26
	32.99
	50

	S3
	33
	39.99
	60

	S4
	40
	49.99
	70

	S5
	50
	59.99
	80

	S6
	60
	69.99
	90

	S7
	70
	79.99
	100

	S8
	80
	89.99
	110

	S9
	90
	99.99
	120

	S10
	100
	999.99
	200


Examples:

· Let’s say you took second place in the S5 Open Women, and your handicap worked out to be 51. The 51 handicap is better than the “High Handicap” for S5’s. So you would have earned 20 points – the normal value for second place.  

· Now let’s say you took second place in the S5 Open Women but your handicap was 63.00. 63 is higher than the “High Handicap” for S5’s but lower than the “Cutoff” value. So you would be awarded 17 points – the value for third place – one place lower than your actual finish.  
· If your handicap were higher than the “Cutoff” for S5’s, let’s say 85, you would get only one point. This means you can win a point for your club even if you fall and have to climb. As long as you complete the course you win something. 
We feel this system is better than the old one. You can earn a lot of points even if you miss the high handicap for your class. And you don’t have to suffer if your class has only a few racers. If you have any comments, please let us know. We hope you like it!
Other Rule Changes
· There is a new class – S0. It is for racers in the 0 to 19 handicap range. If you skied better than a 19 handicap twice in the past two seasons, then you have been automatically moved to S0. This breaks up the huge S1 classes we had in the past and gives more racers a chance at the gold. 

· No more slipping unless the Chief of Course or the Referee asks you. This is a new rule about slipping the course – it is no longer allowed unless the Chief of Course specifically tells you that you can. Do not ski through the gates during inspection.
· No more racing in classes above your handicap. This is a new rule that is critical only for Far West Championships. It says that you must have two handicaps within your class handicap range over the previous two seasons to race in that class. It means that you should move down if you are not racing up to your current class level and don’t think you will before the end of this season. If you have questions, please talk to the Race Director. 
· Sierra League now has a cut-of time for protests. They must be received by the statistician by 8:00 PM on the night before the next race or 72 hours after end of last race which ever is sooner. Until then the results are considered preliminary. After the cut-off the results are final, no protests will be considered. Don’t wait for the next race to correct problems with the results. 
