
2020 Race Schedule 

WWW.SIERRALEAGUE.COM FEBRUARY-MARCH  2020 

LEAGUE RACE RESOURCES:  
 

Nan Carnal; Sierra League Race Chair: 

 nan.sierraleague@gmail.com;  

530-550-5228 (h); 510-520-7338 (cell) 
 

John Walsh; Singles League Race Chair:   

johnwalsh37@sbcglobal.net; 416-596-7234  
 

Debi Phelps; Open League Director of Racing 

 openleagueracing@gmail.com 
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Race 5 March 7 SL Heavenly Valley 

Race 6 March 8 GS Heavenly Valley 

Optional March 14  Mammoth * 

* SO CA League Race, NOR CAL racers welcome * 

Championships, April 3-5 Mammoth Mtn 

Clinics  April 3 SL & GS 

Races  April 4SL&GS   
 

NEW:  2021 FWSA Alaska Cruise 

 & Denali Tour  

Sign-up and book a room by FEBRUARY 28 to get 
free premium beverage package, free Wi-Fi, and gra-
tuities included.  Dates and details found on   pages 9 
& 10 of this newsletter. 

mailto:nan.sierraleague@gmail.com
mailto:johnwalsh37@sbcglobal.net
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President’s Message   
 

By Jo Simpson,   

Sierra League &  Sierra Council   

President 

 
Greetings everyone!  We had a great trip to Big Sky for the 
FWSA ski week. Thanks so much to our travel director  
Carlene Boutacoff and her merry band of volunteers.  See 
her article elsewhere in this newsletter.  
 
There's still room on the Big White mini trip March 29-April 
3. Big White offers good later season skiing in a fun       
setting.  
 
Thanks to Nan Carnal for a great job as our race director, 
as well as Mark Ostroff, our head gatekeeper and Bill     
Ramoni, our bib czar.  Her article provides details on the 
race season so far. 
 
I am sorry to report that the Capital Ski and Sports Club in 
Sacramento has disbanded.  However, they made a gener-
ous donation of $1,200 to our Frank App Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund for promising junior racers in the Tahoe area. 
Thank you so much! 
 
It's not too early to start thinking about the FWSA conven-
tion in Portland, May 28-31. Check out the flyer. 
 
Don't miss the flyer on the FWSA 2021 Alaska cruise.     
Sign-ups by February 28 get a FREE Premium Beverage 
Package, FREE WIFI and FREE Gratuities--an approximate 
value of $900 depending on the room type selected.  A $250 
deposit is required to sign up, and it is refundable until 
March 1, 2021. 

 

See you on the slopes!  Jo 

Board Members 
 
President:  Jo Simpson 
775-787-7556 
jo_simpson@sbcglobal.net 
 
Vice President:  Corey Doolin 
coreydoolin@att.net 
 
Secretary:   Pat Ostroff 
patpierucci@yahoo.com  
 
Treasurer:  Open 
 
Race Chair:  Nan Carnal 
530-550-5228 
nan.sierraleague@gmail.com 
 
VP Travel:   
Carlene Boutacoff 
(650) 208-4839  
cboutacoff@gmail.com  
 
Interim Membership: Nancy Ellis 
nancyellis2@sbcglobal.net 
 
Head Gatekeeper:  Mark Ostroff 
the_ostroffs@hotmail.com 
 
Newsletter:  Beth Perryman 
775-322-5805 
slabanshee@aol.com 
 
Webmaster:  Pavel Bosin 
408-685-6470 

pavel@bosin.net 
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Member Clubs and Contacts 
 
Alpine Ski and Snowboard Club 
Las Vegas, NV 
www.alpineskiandsnowboardclub.com 
Mark Zellner, President 
alpineskiclub@embarqmail.com 
 
Las Vegas Ski Snowboard & Sports Club 
Las Vegas, NV 
www.lasvegasskiclub.com 
Mark McNeil; President 
info@lasvegasskiclub.com; mark42750@cox.net 
 
Reno Ski & Recreation Club 
Reno, NV 
www.renoskiandrec.com 
Steve Kelly, President 
renoskiandrecreationclub@gmail.com  
 
RU SKI Club 
Campbell, CA 
Pavel Bosin, President 
pavel@bosin.net 
 
Sequoia Ski Club 
Visalia, CA 
www.sequoiaskiclub.com 
Woody Hogan, President 
wwhiii@hotmail.com 
 
Sugar Bowl Ski Club 
Norden, CA 
www.sugarbowlskiclub.com 
Dan Gross, President 
president@sugarbowlskiclub.com 
 
Tahoe Donner Senior Alpine Ski Club 
Truckee, CA 
www.tdski.com 
John Makin, President 
president@tdski.com/infotdski@gmail.com 
 
Top Gun Ski Club 
Greg Peairs, President 
shiftyp@aol.com 

Ski Area Websites: 

Alpine Meadows/Squaw Vly:  http://squawalpine.com  

Badger Pass:  www.yosemitepark.com/BadgerPass.aspx 

Bear Valley Ski:  www.bearvalley.com  

Boreal:  www.rideboreal.com   

Ski China Peak: www.skichinapeak.com 

Diamond Peak:  www.diamondpeak.com    

Dodge Ridge:   www.dodgeridge.com 

Donner Ski Ranch:  www.donnerskiranch.com 

Granlibakken:   www.granlibakken.com 

Heavenly Valley: www.skiheavenly.com    

Homewood:  www.skihomewood.com   

June Mountain: www.junemountain.com 

Kirkwood:  www.kirkwood.com   

Las Vegas Ski & Snowboard resort:  www.skilasvegas.com 

Mammoth Mtn:  www.mammothmountain.com  

Mountain High Ski:  www.mthigh.com 

Mt. Baldy:   www.skibaldy.com 

Mt. Rose:   www.skirose.com    

Mt. Shasta Ski Park:   www.skipark.com 

Northstar:   www.northstarcalifornia.com   

Sierra At Tahoe:   ww.sierratahoe.com    

Snow Summit:  www.snowsummit.com 

Snow Valley: www.snow-valley.com 

Soda Springs:  www.skisodasprings.com 

Thank you  to our sponsors (s): 

 

www.habervision.com 



 RACING NEWS,  w/Nan Carnal, Sierra League Race Director  
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Racers have completed 3 season races: 2 GS races at Alpine in January 
and 1 SL race at Sugarbowl in February.  Due to howling winds on     
February 9 and wind hold at Sugarbowl, the second of our SL races that 
weekend was canceled by the Sugarbowl race department.   
 

At the moment, we are working to reserve a make-up date for the    
canceled race.   Meanwhile, our next scheduled races are at Heavenly 
on March 7 (SL) and March 8 (GS).  These races are currently scheduled 
on the Nevada side on Stagecoach run.   Do your best snow dance moves!  A couple of good 
snowfalls before early March would be more than welcome!    
 

In the NEAR future…remember that the FWRA Championship races will be on the weekend 
of April 3-5 at Mammoth Mountain.  Clinics are scheduled on   Friday and all races (SL and 
GS) on Saturday.  Thus, there is an opportunity for an early morning free ski day on Sunday 
before you head home.  More information will be forwarded to you when FWRA sends      
details.  Be sure to check your email.  Happy skiing, Nan   

A J won in GS at the recent NorAM races at Whiteface Mtn. The following is 
from the article on Ski Racing (https://www.skiracing.com/premium/noram-
whiteface-gs ) that focuses on A J.  Refer to the link for the full article.  
 

“Racer Ready? Beep…Beep…BEEP!” Kicking out of the start gates, athletes lit 
up two days of competitive NorAm giant slalom at Whiteface Mountain. The 
field shortened from the NorAm GS in Collingwood, and on both the men’s 
and women’s side, two U.S. Ski Team athletes ran the show, finding the fast-

est route to the finish line. AJ Hurt and Bridger Gile slayed the gold-medal positions. 
 

The two days of GS took off with the women arcing panel-to-panel, trying to find the most speed on the 
flats.  “Both runs of the GS were set very straight due to the soft snow and relatively flat hill,” AJ Hurt 
(USA) explained.  
 

Although the trials of finding speed and letting the skis run remained prominent for this hill, AJ Hurt of the 
U.S. Ski team was able to overcome these challenges. She found crucial components of the hill that were 
necessary for her skis to run and for her to attack a straighter line. Wearing Bib 1, Hurt’s aggressive skiing 
kept her in that No. 1 position, with an overall time of 1:56.88. Just last week, Hurt was also able to reign in 
the gold medal at the NorAm GS in Georgian Peaks, Canada. Throughout both days of GS, Hurt demonstrat-
ed that she is making massive strides on her recovery from the crash in Lake Louise and painful bone 
bruising.  
 

“I think I was in a pretty relaxed mindset, but also I was just really going for it and that helped me ski my 
best,” Hurt reflected on the day of racing….”  

 FRANK APP SCHOLARSHIP  - A J Hurt 

https://www.skiracing.com/premium/noram-whiteface-gs
https://www.skiracing.com/premium/noram-whiteface-gs
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With the current warmer than normal winter weather, it is wise to keep things in mind while out skiing and/or 
riding.  The following is from the “Adventure Sports Outpost” website.  This and another safety articles are 
available from the website:   asomammoth.com. 

SAFETY:  QUICK TIPS FOR SKIING IN WARMER TEMPERATURES 



The Far West Ski Association (FWSA) is one of the largest      
associations of snowsport enthusiasts in the U.S.  FWSA covers 
12 states with 10 regional Councils with more than 150 Clubs and 
a combined membership of over 50,000 skiers and snowboard-
ers.  As a member of a club that belongs to the  SIERRA Council, 
you are automatically a member of FWSA and entitled to all 
benefits.  You may join Far West as a Direct Member.  

TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES 

North American  Travel  

FSWA Ski & Snowboard Week 2021: Sun Valley, ID; January 30-February 6 

FWSA Mini Ski & Snowboard Week 2020: Big White, Canada; March 29– April 3 

FWSA Mini Ski & Snowboard Week 2021: Zermatt Resort & Spa, UT; March 

FWSA Convention: 

88th Convention 2020; Portland, OR; May 28-31 

International  Travel: 

FWSA International Ski Adventure 2020 : Davos with Ext. to Portugal (2/28-3/13)* 

*Limited Availablility: Contact Debbie Stewart NOW!!!  

FWSA International Ski Adventure 2021:  Solden, Austria TBA 

FWSA International Ski Adventure 2021: Chili, Summer , TBA 

FWSA International Ski Adventure 2022: Madonna di Campigglio. TBA 

Dive/Adventure/Cruises 

Croatia Adventure 2020: September 3-13** 
NOTE: Trip sold out at this time, wait list available 

11th Annual Scuba Dive 2020: Cozumel, Mexico; October 3-10  
Alaska Cruise 2021: June 23-30 

Denali Tour 2021 (only or add-on to cruise): June 19-23 
Africa; 2022 TBA 

Galapagos Islands; 2024 TBA 
 

Please contact the trip leader and/or check the FWSA website for further information                   
regarding travel/housing/schedules, registration forms, waivers, payment schedules, etc.  

FWSA travel website:  http://www.fwsa.org/Travel/travel.html 

FWSA VP North American Travel:  

Nancy Ellis,  vpnorthamericantravel@fwsa.org 

FWSA VP International Travel: 

Debbie Stewart: vpinternationaltravel@fwsa.org 
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Travel Updates from Carlene Boutacoff, VP of Travel 

Where can you get up every morning to a wonderful buffet breakfast with your ski club buddies and 
then head out to schuss 6 inches of fresh powder on over 5000 skiable acres under blue skies??  
That describes our wonderful ski week in Big Sky Montana.   

Over 40 members of the Sierra League and Council joined the Far West Ski Association festivities 
this year that included aprés ski gatherings, dinners, dancing, picnicking, racing and even a day trip 
to Yellow Stone National Park.  We had a great group of travelers from near and far.  

For the second year in a row, Sierra came in first place in the fun Council Costume Challenge Race. 
A big “Thank You!” to Debi Phelps for managing the council challenge teams, including outfitting the 
winning costume team, and to Barbara and Dick Mauldin for hosting an informal happy hour in their 
condo. Many thanks to all the travelers who pitched in to help with tasks big and small to make our 
Sierra events successful. 

Do not miss out on the fun next year.  Save the date for 2021 Ski Week in Sun Valley, Idaho, January 
30-February 6, 2021. 

Below are several pictures of Big Sky AND the trip to Yellow Stone.  Enjoy. 
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Travel Updates from Carlene Boutacoff (cont.) 

Sierra travelers, thank you so much for contributing to 
an amazing 2020 Ski Week.  I especially want to thank 
the many participants who were willing to take time off 
from their ski daze to help assist with our events.   
 

A very special thanks to those that provided support, 
comfort and assistance to our injured.  Our "super heroes" include Dick and Barbara Mauldin, Bill 
Ramoni and Steve Tullis.  I would also like to wish a speedy recovery to our trip participants who 
met with unfortunate injuries. 
 

Yes, the Sierra Council did win the costume challenge race for the 2nd year in a row!!  Debi 
Phelps, thank you for organizing Sierra's race teams and providing our winning costumes.  Sierra 
spectators, keep ringing those cowbells and have them ready for Sun Valley.   
 

Bob and Nancy and the rest of FWSA staff, thank you for all your hard work.  The Far West Racing 
Association medals were amazing.  I am going to melt my down and build a Chrysler! 
 

I hope you all have wonderful memories of Ski Week 2020.  Jo and I would love to share your 
photos with the rest of the group and those unable to attend ski week..  Please feel free to send 

The 2021 FWSA Ski and Snowboard Week is to Sun Valley, Idaho the week of January 30-February 
6.  Below and on the following page(s) is an article from the Ski Magazine website regarding Sun 
Valley.  To review online:   https://www.skimag.com/editors-choice/sun-valley-resort-guide  
 

“2020 Editors’ Choice: Sun Valley 
 

History, charm, authenticity, and over 2,000 acres of terrain to explore…this resort has it all.       
Inside our picks and tops on the best of the region 
 

Ski Magazine Editors, Dec 16, 2019 
 

There’s magic in Sun Valley. It’s one of those special places that just embodies winter. Bluebird 
skies, fluffy, dry powder, world-class slopes, and a rustic, authentic town that oozes charm.   

Sun Valley is that postcard ski vacation that 
most of us crave.  After all, it is home to the 
country’s first destination ski resort and first 
chairlift.  

Yeah, all that history might have something to 
do with it.   

 

https://www.skimag.com/editors-choice/sun-valley-resort-guide
https://www.skimag.com/ski-resort-life/sun-valley-idaho
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Travel Updates from Carlene Boutacoff (cont.) 

A Mountain in the Sun 

Sun Valley Resort’s storied past sets it apart from 
other resorts, and is also what keeps it grounded 
today. 

In the mid-1930s, Union Pacific Railroad chairman Averell 
Harriman was trying to drum up      railroad business on 
his underused tracks that ran between Chicago and the West Coast.  The problem, he realized, 
was that there weren’t enough stops along the way to lure people to take the journey.  That’s 
when he got the golden idea: to create an “American St. Moritz,” trying to   emulate the success of 
the Swiss and Austrian trains that whizz skiers to and from glitzy resorts throughout the Alps. 
Harriman needed to find the perfect spot to build America’s first ski resort.  

Who better to send scouting than an Austrian skier?  Count Felix Schlaffgosch was dispatched to 
the Northern Rockies with one simple item on his agenda.  Find the best mountain for ski slopes 
and base area to build a luxury hotel.  Once he laid eyes on the Wood River Valley, he was sold, 
wiring the news back to boss Harriman that he’d found the perfect sun-drenched mountainside 
just outside the railroad depot in Ketchum, Idaho.  The resort started spinning its first chairlift in 
1936 and the Sun Valley Lodge opened later that year. The rest, as they say, is history. 

Today Sun Valley is comprised of two mountain hubs: Dollar Mountain, site of that first lift, is the 
smaller area, geared toward beginners and young families. Covered almost entirely with green 
and blue runs, Dollar is served by six lifts—including two high-speed quads—and is a great place 
to get your ski legs under you in a safe and easygoing environment. 
 

Bald Mountain, or Baldy, is the beating heart of the resort.  Thirteen chairlifts serve 65 runs plus 
glades, bowls, and some of the most beautiful on-mountain lodges in ski country.  The terrain  
variety is superb—whatever you’re craving, Sun Valley has it in spades, including some rad new 
terrain that comes online next season . 

It all rolls up into a ski vacation that checks all the boxes—especially for Epic Pass holders.  (Sun 
Valley and sister resort Snowbasin both joined the Epic Pass for the 2019-20 season, with seven 
days at each resort.)  We dispatched the entire SKI staff to Sun Valley and Ketchum last February 
and came back with all the intel, from where to ski and après to the backcountry and beyond.      
If Sun Valley is on your radar—and it should be—here’s everything you need to know before you 
go. 

 

https://www.epicpass.com/
https://www.skimag.com/ski-resort-life/snowbasin-utah
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Travel Updates from Carlene Boutacoff (cont.) 

SUN VALLEY MINI TOUR — Bald Mountain has a bit of everything.  

Warm-up:  The Seattle Ridge pod.  
The whole thing is a green mecca. 
Ride the  Seattle Ridge chair (pop  
into the day lodge at the top to ogle 
the beautiful architecture and   sam-
ple a famous loaded baked    potato), 
then lap Muffy’s Medals, Christin’s 
Silver, and Gretchen’s Gold, all 
named after local Olympians, until 
you’re good to go.  

Groomers: Long, cruisey blues are 
abundant, so if this is your jam, 
you’ll be in heaven. Our picks are 
Ridge to Upper/Lower Canyon, off the Christmas quad; and Greyhawk, on the other side of the 
mountain, at the Warm Springs base.  

Glades: Dip into the trees that line Muffy’s Medals and Gretchen’s Gold for mellow, perfectly 
spaced glades that are a total hoot. 

Steeps: International, off the Challenger quad, is short but steep. Lengthen the journey by adding 
on Upper Greyhawk or Upper Hemingway. 

Bumps: Exhibition is a long, bumpy ride with a 37-or-so-degree pitch. 

Powder Day: Hit the bowls: Take Mayday to Christmas Ridge, then drop in pretty much anywhere. 
Also, steep and narrow Fire Trail is often overlooked, as it’s located off the Seattle Ridge chair. 

BALD MOUNTAIN EXPANSION 
 

Coming Winter 2020:   

The long-awaited Cold Springs terrain expansion is well underway.  When it’s complete, skiers 
will get to enjoy 380 new acres of glades, chutes, and bowl skiing, plus a new high-speed quad 
that will replace the old Cold Springs double chair (the oldest lift on the mountain). 
 

The new chair will have an uphill capacity of 2,400 people per hour, and drop skiers right at the 
Roundhouse. The new terrain itself is beautiful, featuring glades and challenging chutes.  Until it’s 
officially on the map next season (2020-21), eager-beaver guests can sign on for a tour of the   
expansion, led by Sun Valley ski patrol and guides. Reservations are required. “ 

https://www.sunvalley.com/
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SKI INDUSTRY NEWS 
 

Ski industry news from the National Ski Club News, National Ski Council  

Federation Newsbeat and  FWSA Newsflash  

Baby Boomers, Millennials and Gen Z Are All Changing The $8 Trillion Travel Industry in the Same Way, Opening Up Major 
Opportunities for Entrepreneurs and Marketers. The global travel industry is significantly large at $8 trillion through 
2018. While it has undergone changes in the past ten years with companies like AirBnb, low cost airlines and experien-
tial vacations, one trend that is rising among all travelers is solo travel. In a shift, baby boomers are beginning to travel 
solo. More. Inntopia 
 

Forest Service eases disclosure on ski area fees after complaint by Vail Resorts. Public        oversight of the ski industry 
has become a casualty of the battle between Vail Resorts and      Alterra Mountain Co. As the competition between the 
ski companies has heated up, the amount of information the U.S. Forest Service will share about ski areas’ use of public 
lands has diminished. The Forest Service administers permits and oversees ski resorts that use public lands for their 
operations. More. The Aspen Times  
 

Uphill Skiing: Subtract Crowds and Lift Lines, Add Cardio. The fastest growing trend in Alpine skiing is all about ditching 
the very thing that built the sport: mechanized lifts. Climbing up  mountain slopes, once a niche activity practiced by a 
hard-core few to access the backcountry, is everywhere in snow country these days. More. The New York Times 
 

Australia’s Selwyn Snow Resort Damaged, Others Threatened By Bushfires. Most of Australia’s ski resorts are threat-
ened by the unprecedented bushfires that continue to ravage much of the country’s natural splendor. One historic ski 
hill—Selwyn Snow Resort located in the Snowy Mountain region of New South Wales—was directly in the path of the 
flames, with the resort  reporting on Monday that its buildings were “severely damaged” by the passing firestorm, while 
the toll on lifts and snowmaking infrastructure was still being assessed. More. SAM 
 

Alterra Closes on Sugarbush Acquisition. Alterra Mountain Company closed on its acquisition of Sugarbush Resort, Vt., 
on January 14. The company now owns 15 year-round mountain destinations throughout North America. More. SAM 
  

Perfect North Buys Timberline Resort in West Virginia. Perfect North Slopes has purchased the land and assets of     
Timberline Four Seasons Resort in a bankruptcy court auction at the Philadelphia offices of Timberline’s attorneys    
yesterday. The purchase price was $2.2 million. Members of the Perfect North Slopes management team will be forming 
a new management group, with the intent to revitalize the Timberline Ski Area to its fullest potential and reopen the 
resort for the 2020-21 season. More. SAM 
 

Meier Family Becomes Sole Owner of Greek Peak and Toggenburg (NY). John and Christine Meier have become the sole 
owners of Greek Peak Mountain Resort and Toggenburg Mountain in    central New York. They acquired business partner 
Marc Stemerman’s 50 percent interest in the operations this November. The terms of the buyout have not been         
disclosed. More. SAM 
 

The Ride of a Lifetime — World’s Longest Chairs. Lift rides: Some take forever, and some only seem that way. This article 
lists the longest lift rides. See if a lift at one of your favorite resort is listed.  GetSkiTickets.com/blog.  From the blog site, 
page down, select “Older Entries” and scroll to find this blog. 
  

Glossary of Ski Terms – A to Z. A fun glossary of ski terms.  Same as above with regard to going to the “Blog” section of 
the website.  However the terms are listed on the next page for fun review. 

https://www.forbes.com/sites/bernhardschroeder/2019/11/13/baby-boomers-millennials-and-gen-z-are-all-changing-the-8-trillion-dollar-travel-industry-in-the-same-way-major-opportunities-for-entrepreneurs-and-marketers/#23420bad279c
https://www.aspentimes.com/news/forest-service-eases-disclosure-on-ski-area-fees-after-complaint-by-vail-resorts/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/28/travel/skinning-ski-aspen.html
https://www.saminfo.com/headline-news/9452-australia-s-selwyn-snow-resort-damaged-others-threatened-by-bushfires
https://www.saminfo.com/headline-news/9459-alterra-closes-on-sugarbush-acquisition
https://www.saminfo.com/headline-news/9437-perfect-north-buys-timberline-resort-in-west-virginia
https://www.saminfo.com/headline-news/9447-meier-family-becomes-sole-owner-of-greek-peak-and-toggenburg
http://getskitickets.com/


PAGE 26 

SKI INDUSTRY NEWS (continued) 

Glossary of Ski Terms – A to Z 
 
Every sport has its jargon, and skiing and snowboarding are rife with it. 
Many of these words are self-explanatory, but some have hidden — arcane, even cryptic — meanings. 
The following is one person’s take on some of these words’ definitions. 
Avalanche — When too much of a good thing can be really, really bad for you. 
Bumps (a.k.a. Moguls) — Where orthopedic surgeons, mainly knee and back experts, get the money for lavish holidays. 
Corn Snow — Sun-softened spring snow that is one of the most enjoyable riding surfaces around, but is very elusive and 
almost always turns to crud by the time you reach it. 
Dirt Bag — A person who lives and breathes skiing and/or snowboarding with very little financial breathing room. 
Ego Snow — Boot-top to knee-deep ultra-light fluff that gives you a false sense that you can actually ski powder. 
Fleece — What many resorts do to you at their ticket window, on-mountain eateries and bars. 
Gnarly — An archaic term (hopefully) for something that generally isn’t as rad as you think it is. 
Hiking — A post-holing, air-sucking  trudge up a steep ridge to get the highly-anticipated good stuff that, invariably, has 
been skied out. 
Instructor — Reminds me of an old joke: How can you tell who’s a ski instructor at a party? He’ll tell you. 
Jerry — A usually harmless doofus who does something outlandish or laughable, both quite by accident, on the slopes. 
Kicker — An artificial slope that allows a rider to launch themself into the air. Reminds me of another old joke: Want big 
air? Pull my finger. 
Lifties — Chairlift attendants who are heart and soul of a snowsport resort. See also Dirt bag. 
Mashed Potatoes — What corn snow degenerates to just before you reach it. Another money maker for orthopedic       
surgeons. 
NIMBY — A trustifarian who after just a month or two at a mountain town doesn’t want anyone else to move there. 
Open Bowl — A huge expanse of treeless terrain that is often the goal of hiking and is sometimes (paradoxically) closed 
because of unridable conditions. 
Park Rats — Skiers and snowboarders who don’t think twice about paying exorbitant lift-ticket prices to ride the same 
shortish chair. All. Day. Long. 
Queasy — The feeling you get when you look at the prices of some resorts’ F&B prices and/or  lift ticket costs; a side   
effect of being fleeced. 
Rain — Also known as clear snow, it’s a boon for both manufacturers of Gore-Tex apparel and base lodge bartenders. 
Snorkel — A breathing device that some resort marketers suggest you employ when cutting up their “bottomless    
Champagne powder”. Yeah, right. 
Trees — A very useful resource — they provide oxygen, enable you to see in flat light, help mitigate erosion and/or     
avalanche concerns, etc — that is often gotten rid of to allow more people on the slopes. 
Ugh — See Avalanche. Mashed Potatoes. NIMBY. Rain. 
Vertical — The drop in feet from the top of a lift or resort to the bottom that can be very deceiving. The 2,000 vertical feet 
of GS 
Bowl off Squaw Valley’s KT22 is a different story than the 2,000 vertical of, say, Schoolmarm Run at Keystone. 
Waist Deep — Snow depth that is fun to ski or snowboard down but a real pain to hike up. 
X-ray — Something you can generally avoid having by being safety conscious on the hill. 
Yo-yoing — Riding the same lift — or skiing/snowboarding the same run — over and over and over. See Part Rats. 
Zen — Realizing the sheer joy of skiing or snowboarding no matter what the conditions. 
 



www.sierraleague.com 


